
Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 6:40 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 6:55 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 7:10 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 6:54 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:10 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m. 

éîåé óã Daf Yomi 5:00 p.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim 5:55 p.m.                                 

äçðî  Minha 6:25 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 7:53 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday September 30th, 2016 

Minha 6:45 p.m. (Candle Lighting 6:42 p.m.) 

Selichot services begin 45 minutes before each respective minyan 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:30 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:30 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 6:50 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 7:30 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:08 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:32 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 7:11 pm

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
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Perashat Ki Tavo   כי תבוא פרשת
Shabbat September 24th, 2016, ו" תשע כ'א אלול  / 21 Elul 5776

Perasha Page 1068, Haftara 1201 in Artscroll

Mazal Tov 
Mazal Tov  to Mr. and Mrs. Jacob and Vivian Ohayon on the Bar Misva of their son Marcel 

Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Marcel and Mimi Ohayon, Mrs. Gayle Pollack, and Mr. Barry Ben-Zvi 

Kiddush 
This week Kiddush is sponsored by the Kiddush Group 

Everyone is welcome

Seuda Shelishit 
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Joseph and Esther Azoulay, in loving memory of her 

father Mr. Leon Cohen ì"æ, David and Estrella Bensimon, in loving memory of her father

Mr. Jacob Benchimol ì"æ, as well Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Vivian Benmergui in loving memory of  his

aunt Mrs. Alegria Benzaquen ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome 

Nahalot
Alegria Benzaquen ì"æ  21 Elul/ Shabat September 24th

Joseph Azulay ì"æ, Leon Cohen ì"æ, Jacob Benchimol ì"æ  24 Elul/ Tuesday September 27th

Nahalot for the following week 

Emma Bitton ì"æ  29 Elul/ Sunday October 2nd

Shalom Attias ì"æ, Ruth Sabbah ì"æ  1 Tishrei/ Monday October 3rd

Mercedes Bensimon ì"æ  2 Tishrei/ Tuesday October 4th

Messody Benchetrit ì"æ  4 Tishrei/ Thursday October 6th

Condolences 
Our deepest and sincere condolences to our dear friends Mr. and Mrs. Michel and Annie Kadoche on 

the passing of their beloved son Moshe. May Hashem console the entire family and may his Neshama 

rest eternally in Gan Eden, amen  



SYNAGOGUE DUES (2016/17) FEE 

FAMILY  $1,500 

SINGLE & SENIOR $900 

NEW MEMBER FAMILY 1st YEAR $500 

INCREASE EACH YEAR by $250 (until reach $1500) 

NEW MEMBER SINGLE & SENIOR 1ST YEAR $500 

2nd YEAR $750 

3rd YEAR $900 

NEWLY WED  (married at SKC) 1st YEAR  FREE 

2nd YEAR $750 

3rd YEAR $1,000 

4th YEAR $1,500 

TICKETS for Toronto Resident (Family related to members) $500  

NON MEMBERS SANCTUARY RENTAL  $1,000 

(Bar Mitzvah, Shabat Chatan) to be determined at time of booking 

Additional charges for use of Banquet Hall and Security 

Building Fund on hold until further notice 

UNVEILING 

The unveiling of Mr. Nolan Jacobs ì"æ,  father in law of our member Mr. Victor Arrobas will take place this Sunday

at 3:30 p.m. at Bathurst Lawn Cemetery, Shomrei Shabbos section. 

Siyum Daf Yomi 

Please join us for Siyum Daf Yomi, Masechet Bava Kama on Tuesday September 27th. Cost is $20 per person. 

Deadline will be this Sunday September 25th. 

Ushers for Yom Kippur 

We are looking for volunteers for the High Holidays to assist us as ushers. If you wish to volunteer please contact 

the office. 

Abir Yaakob News 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

call Maurice Benzacar at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253 or e-mail maurice@kehilacentre.com 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday. This bulletin is printed courtesy of 

Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

 ברוך אשר יקים את דברי התורה הזאת

"  Blessed is he who upholds these words of Torah."

Prior to the long list of curses in this week's Parasha, is a 

small, yet powerful group of blessings which shower a person 

if he is loyal to Hashem's commandments. The Torah states 

that a person who "upholds the words of Torah" will be 

blessed. What does this mean exactly?  

According to the Ramban, this is referring to the person ap-

pointed to do "Hagbaha" or "Mar'e HaKetav" when the Torah is 

taken out during Tefila services. By lifting (or upholding) the 

words of Torah, he is blessed.  

It is important to know that this mitzvah has widely been de-

scribed as one of the biggest mitzvot a person can do; to the 

point where in the olden days, they used to reserve this mitz-

vah for the great leaders and most respected men of the com-

munity. In addition, when offered to the general public, peo-

ple would pay big dollars to purchase the opportunity to do 

this mitzvah. To have the chance to display Hashem's Torah to 

the public in such a grand manner, says the Ramban, will help 

achieve immense beracha and good tidings in that person's 

life. 

Today, this mitzvah is distributed evenly among members of 

the Kahal and not just to the great leaders of the community.  

The reason is because we are worried it will lead to conflict 

among members of the kahal as to why "so and so" was  

appointed and "not me."  

It's unfortunate that nowadays people regard this mitzvah as 

part of the "less important" ones. This is totally incorrect.  One 

should never turn down the chance to perform this mitzvah 

because he doesn't think it's not as important as an 

Aliyah or Petihat haHechal. He should remember that once 

upon a time this was given ONLY to the leaders of Talmidei 

Hachamim of the community.  Assuming one has the physical 

strength to lift up the Torah, he should cherish the opportuni-

ty given to him and as a result of it, he will be blessed with an 

abundance of good; to him and his family. #cherishthemitzvah 

Shabbat Shalom 

adaptations from daily shiurim given by 
Rabbi Kadoch at the SKC  

1. One should strive to pray the tefilot of the Yamim Noraim to the tradition he is accustomed

to, because a person only feels the true power of prayer in a place where his heart desires. For example, 

Bachurei Yeshiva Sepharadim, learning in an Ashkenaz yeshiva must make every effort to conduct a minyan 

according to the Sephardic custom. 

2. One must replace Ha’El HaKadosh with HaMelech HaKadosh during the Amidah, from Rosh Hashanah to

Yom Kippur (10 days of repentance). If he/she forgets and remembers within the time span of “Toch Kedei 

Dibbur” (approx. 2 seconds) then he can go back and say HaMelech HaKadosh. However, if not, he must re-

turn to the start of the Amidah. This halacha applies as well to HaMelech HaMishpat. Regarding the other 

additions (Zochrenu, Mi Chamocha etc,) if one forgets to recite them, he may continue his/her amida as usu-

al. 

3. A person in doubt whether he said HaMelech HaKadosh on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur or not, if he is

certain that he had added the additional text following that Beracha, i.e. “LeDor VaDor, UvChen, then we as-

sume that he did say HaMelech HaKadosh and may proceed in his Amidah. During the week, however, he 

must go back to the start because we assume he followed his habit of prayer and said Ha’El Hakadosh. --------

-Tizku LeShanim Rabot!

Insights on the Torah 
By Haham Amram Assayag 

 äøåúä ìò  úåðåéòø 



Elul & Setting Limits 

The Ba’al Shem Tob (Rabbi Yisrael Ben Eliezer, founder of Hassidism, 1700-1760) taught that our primary struggle against the Yeser Ha’ra – 

our evil inclination – must be waged in the inherently “neutral” areas of life, meaning, in the realm of permissible activity. He explained that 

the Yeser Ha’ra will not likely succeed in persuading a committed, observant Jew to eat non-kosher food, to work on Shabbat, or to stop wear-

ing Tefillin. The Yeser Ha’ra is shrewd, and knows full well that a typical observant Jew will not suddenly decide to abandon these vital Misvot. 

Instead, the Yeser Hara focuses on the area of permissible conduct – activities such as eating, leisure and recreation. It works to lure us to 

indulge, to focus inordinate amounts of time, money and attention on our mundane activities. Here’s where the Yeser Ha’ra has an edge. After 

all, it is entirely permissible to enjoy comfort and luxury. But excessive involvement in material pursuits leads us to let our guard down. As we 

indulge, we feel at ease, knowing we are not doing anything wrong, but as we are not focusing our attention then on G-d and spirituality, we 

are vulnerable. It is when we indulge in physical enjoyment that the Yeser Ha’ra can catch us in his trap and lead us to enjoy that which is for-

bidden, as well. 

The Mishna in Pirkeh Abot (2:3) warns, “Havu Zehirin Ba’rashut,” which literally means that we should be wary of government figures. Politi-

cians appear well-meaning when they need our support, but will not necessarily continue treating us kindly when we are no longer needed. 

Thus, we should exercise caution when dealing with political figures. Additionally, however, the Mishna urges us to be wary of “Reshut” – of 

permissible activities that we engage in, things that are neutral, neither forbidden nor obligatory. If we engage excessively in mundane activi-

ties, we expose ourselves to the schemes of the Yeser Ha’ra, which is always looking to ensnare us and lead us to sin. 

We recite in Keri’at Shema each day that we must recite the Keri’at Shema text “when you reside in your home, and when you go on the way.” 

The Gemara comments that the phrase “U’be’lechtecha Ba’derech” means that the Keri’at Shema obligation applies only when we are involved 

in “Reshut” – optional activities, as opposed to Misvot. When the Torah speaks of reciting Shema “when you go on the way,” it refers to times 

when we are involves in optional matters. It has been suggested that this explanation of the word “Derech” sheds light on a verse in Sefer De-

barim (19:3), “Tachin Lecha Ha’derech” – literally, “prepare for yourself the way.” The Torah here advises us to prepare ourselves for judgment 

before Rosh Hashanah specifically through “Derech” – by paying close attention to the optional areas of life, to our spiritually neutral activities. 

We need to ensure that we are not focusing excessively on food and other material luxuries, that we are able to enjoy ourselves in moderation 

and set appropriate limits so we do not overindulge or lose sight of our true priorities. This is where the struggle against the Yeser Ha’ra is 

waged, and this is where our attention must be directed during this time of year, as we prepare for Rosh Hashanah. 

This is especially important in our day and age, when food and other comforts are so readily available, and when so many people are able to 

afford luxuries. We must remind ourselves of the need to set limits on our involvement in materialism. We do not need to eat whenever food is 

available. We do not need to go on every luxury vacation that we can afford, or always ensure that we are driving the newest, most cutting-

edge car or using the newest, most cutting-edge phone. The more we immerse ourselves in materialism, the more difficult it will be for us to 

refrain from forbidden activities. Children, too, must be taught limits. If they grow accustomed to receiving everything they want, they will not 

learn to limit themselves to that which is appropriate and permissible. 

“Tachin Lecha Ha’derech.” As we prepare for Rosh Hashanah, let us bear in mind this crucial message of “Derech,” of moderation in the pursuit 

of permissible comforts and luxuries, so we can live the truly meaningful life that we are meant to live 

Parashat Ki Tavo 

In Devarim, Perek 28, Pesukim 45-47, the Torah tells us what it is that brings down the curses that are written in Parashat Ki Tavoh. And the 

Pesukim say that the reasons why these curses would come upon a person and pursue a person is because the person did not serve G-d with 

joy. So here, you can see the importance of serving G-d and fulfilling the Mitzvot with happiness, with joy.  

The Rabbi from Kutzk (Rabbi Menachem Mendel Morgenstern 1787-1859) is perplexed and questions how the Torah could be so demanding 

to tell us that if we do not serve G-d with joy then all the curses will come upon us. So one must be on a very high level of spirituality to serve 

G-d with happiness. But, it is unrealistic for everyone to reach such a level. So he asks why is the Torah requiring such a great level on regular

people. 

The Rabbi of Kutzk answers by saying that the pasuk might mean something different. Reading with a different punctuation, brings about an 

entirely different understanding. The explanation discerned says that curses are brought down to those people who are joyful when they do 

not serve G-d. Such an attitude can not be forgiven. It is unforgivable when one defies the Divine will with an attitude of happiness. Now, of 

course the Torah recognizes man’s fallibility and provides him with the ability to make Teshuva (atonement) which is an opportunity to rectify 

his sins, however Teshuva requires remorse. Teshuva requires that somebody is truly contrite about his derelict behavior. However, if a person 

is defiant of the Torah will, and it does not bother him and he does it with happiness, then this is an attitude that’s will bring on all the curses. 

This is something that’s attainable by all Jews. Although everyone has sins, we should all at least be bothered that we have committed the 

sins. At least we should be uncomfortable that we have these sins, and we shouldn’t be happy or joyful or complacent that we did wrong. It is 

a crime according to the Torah if it doesn’t bother us at all that we committed a sin. 

This time of year, a few weeks before the high holidays, it’s a good time to reflect on our bad deeds and more importantly that it should 

bother us in order to push us to make the proper amends through Teshuva. 

Perasha Insights 

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 


